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Dear colleagues,
My name is Danny Glavin and I’m a primary school teacher from Hampshire.
Whilst teaching I observed that many young people idolise and are influenced by
‘celebrities’ and people from ‘reality’ TV programmes. I established the Heroes
Day Programme for two main reasons; To raise young people’s aspirations and
change the way they view the world around them; and to raise money for good causes.
All funds raised go to charity and help those injured both in the Armed Forces and Emergency
Services, during their active service to the public.
Since its inception in 2011, schools have participated in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland. The Heroes Day Programme enriches the curriculum, covering 10 different subjects and
also every aspect of SMSC, and British values. In addition to the rich educational benefits, it also
engages young people with the local community, and all for a charitable cause!
It is great to see local inspirational people from local communities coming into schools and
inspiring young people.
Danny Glavin - Teacher and founder of The Inspiration Federation

What is The Heroes Day Programme?
The Heroes Day Programme is carefully designed to;
 Promote positive citizenship and social responsibility.
 Raise aspirations.
 Inspire young people.
 Teach young people the key differences between celebrity and heroism, promoting
hard work, determination, grit and resilience.
 Provide an opportunity to teach young people about the inspirational figures of the
past and present.
 Provide a platform for inspirational local people (e.g. from local inspirational
workforces, like firefighters or nurses, to local people who have done inspirational
things) to engage with young people in schools.
Duration - 1 to 5 days
Schools participate from 1 to 5 days, either holding a focused ‘Heroes Day(s)’ or a
focused ‘Heroes Week’ or ‘Inspiration Week’.
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The Heroes Day Programme includes comprehensive Resource Packs consisting of;
lesson plans, classroom resources, electronic lesson presentations, display ideas and
much more. (For a more detailed breakdown of the Resource Packs, please see page
‘Resource Pack Options’ overleaf).
Schools use the resources not only for their Heroes day(s)/week, but throughout the
academic year, as they have been carefully designed to integrate into the statutory
requirements of 10 National Curriculum subjects including SMSC. The Heroes Day
Programme also includes a British Values Pack, with 18 targeted lessons, resources and
electronic presentations.
The Heroes Day Programme culminates in a meaningful fund-raising day, where pupils
(and staff in some schools) pay a donation and come into school dressed as their own
personal inspirational hero. All funds raised also go to charity.

''The Inspiration Federation’s work in helping
schools to celebrate local heroes is an inspiration. I
believe it is my duty
as Prime Minister to
hold up examples, like
this organisation, as
an inspiration to
others. Through their
hard work and
dedication they are making our communities
stronger, and our country a better place.''

David Cameron, Prime Minister
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Comprehensive
resource packs
created by
teachers for
teachers, including
electronic resources and
presentations to support
the delivery of each
lesson.

Over 50 carefully
designed lessons,
covering 10 different
subjects and meeting
149 National
Curriculum Statutory
Requirements..

Inspires young people
and raises aspirations.

Detailed lessons,
resources and electronic
presentations that cover
all aspects of SMSC and

Promotes positive
citizenship and social
responsibilities by helping
schools to celebrate their
local heroes.

British Values.

Why Participate in
the Heroes Day
Programme?

All funds raised go to
help those injured in the
Armed Forces and
Emergency Services
during their active
service to the public.

Engages young people in
raising money for charity.

Provides young people and staff
with an opportunity to celebrate
and honour their personal
heroes.
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Combats the shallow values of
the celebrity culture, teaching
young people the key differences
between celebrity and heroism,
and also the importance of hard
work, determination, grit and
resilience.
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Heroes Day Programme - Resource Pack Options
For a charitable donation, there are 3 different Resource Packs available to support your
Heroes Day Programme. All Resource Packs include; Downloadable Launch Assembly; Parent
Letter template; Posters & Display Board Ideas; Suggested Reading List. For a more detailed
breakdown of what else is in each Resource Pack, please see the table below.

£200

£400

£500

 Includes the basic
elements needed to
participate in the
Heroes Day
Programme.

 Includes a comprehensive  Includes a comprehensive
collection of over 30
collection of over 50 lessons &
lessons & classroom
classroom resources, covering 10
resources, covering 9
different subjects - meeting 149
different subjects - meeting
amount of National Curriculum
146 amount of National
Statutory Requirements,
 Provides Lesson Ideas
Curriculum Statutory
including all aspects of SMSC.
for KS1 & KS2.
Requirements.
 National Curriculum Grid to track
 Includes a sample of 5
 National Curriculum Grid to
the National Curriculum
lesson plans &
track the National
Statutory Requirements covered
supporting resources.
Curriculum Statutory
by each lesson.
Requirements covered by
 Access to E-teach Platform with
each lesson.
over 50 electronic presentations
to support the delivery of each
lesson. The E-teach platform can
be accessed by an unlimited
amount of teachers across the
entire school simultaneously.
(Access is not restricted to one
user on one machine).
 British Values Resource Pack
including 18 comprehensive
lesson plans for KS1/KS2,
classroom resources & electronic
presentations to support teacher
delivery.
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Head Teacher Endorsements
“A super fun programme that was educationally enriching and culminated in very
inventive costumes from children (and staff!). It fits in superbly with SMSC, promotes
British values, and is an excellent way to raise funds for such a worthy cause.”

James O’Brien

“It is really important that young people are involved in looking at different heroes. It
helps them to appreciate the qualities those people possess, particularly those
inspirational people on our doorsteps. This helps to counter the ‘celebrity culture’ that
they experience on a day-to-day basis.
The pupils really enjoyed exploring, researching and finding out about people who they
admire and who inspire them. Pupils have a much better understanding of why they admire
certain people, both historical individuals and also people within our community. As a result
of the programme, they really value and appreciate the qualities possessed by inspirational
people, from all walks of life, both from the past and in the present.”

Elizabeth Cooper

"Our school vision is to ‘Value, Inspire, Challenge and Support’ – Particpating in the
Heroes Day Programme has reflected these core principles wonderfully! It fits in
perfectly with the Curriculum and also promotes fundamental British Values. Pupils
have the chance to learn about the inspirational ordinary people who have done
extraordinary things on both a global scale as well as in our own community. Their
understanding of what a makes a hero and an inspiration has been broadened as a result of
this super educational fund-raising initiative. Holding this annually brings our whole school
community together!"

Mike Bainbridge
"The Heroes Day Programme was an inspirational experience for our young learners. The
atmosphere and buzz that all the public services gathering together created made the
day a truly memorable experience for everyone involved. I have every confidence that our
pupils have a greater respect and understanding of the real life heroes in our community and
that they will aspire to great things in the future. It has been a fantastic programme that has
demonstrated British Values and provided plenty of cross curricular opportunities."

Sarah Barnes
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Other Endorsements
''The work of the Inspiration Federation and The Heroes Day
Programme is fantastic. It is great to see young people being given
the opportunity to learn about, and engage with inspirational
people from all walks of life. Promoting positive citizenship and
raising the aspirations of young people in this way is inspirational.''

Ade Adepitan MBE, TV presenter and Paralympic medallist

"I admire the work you conduct, encouraging young people to meet
with servicemen; and in so doing educate wider society as to what
we (as servicemen) do for the Nation, whilst raising money for
injured servicemen and providing an outlet for servicemen to teach
and connect with young people.”

Colonel Mike Tanner
Captain of the Base, HMNB Portsmouth
"Exciting and inspirational role models are harder to find than
they should be - simply because they're busy getting on doing
good things for other people, for their communities, or for
critical causes. No time for pursuing fame or fortune! So hats
off to the Inspiration Federation for making it that little bit
easier to track them down."

Sir Jonathon Porritt CBE
Author, broadcaster and environmentalist
"Heroes are all around us, every day, often in 'disguise.' The Heroes
of our world are 'ordinary' people...Just by being who they are or
following their passion, they are inspiring those around them. The
'Heroes Day Programme' and the ethos behind it is doing fantastic
work, reminding young people of the values and work behind the
true heroes of our community and society.”

Karen Darke, British adventurer, author, paralympic cyclist
and paratriathlete
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